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Note to the Cabinet

“Implementation of the Provisions of the Right to.Information Act, No. 12 of
'2016 by the Office of the Cabinet of Ministers

1 The provisions of the Right' to Information Act, No. 12 of 2016 passed by
Parliament of Sri Lanka and certified on the 04 of August 2016 are being
‘implemented with effect from 03" February 2017 as per the Notification
published in Gazette (Extraordinary) No, 2002/42 dated 20" January 2017 by the
Hon. Minister of Parliamentary Reforms and Mass Media. The Regulations and
‘Rules.required for the implementation of the Act, have been promulgated by
the Gazette (Extraordinary) Notification No. 2004/66 dated 03" February 2017,

2. Prior to the implementation of the said Act, all Cabinet decisions were
considered as confidential documents. - Therefore, Cabinet decisions were
conveyed only to the Secretary to the relevant Ministry, the parties who are
directly involved in the implementation of Cabinet decisions and others who
should be informed of such decisions. For example, copies of 2 Cabinet decision
sent to a Secretary to a Ministry are sent to the Secretary to the President,
Secretary to the Prime Minister, Secrétary to the Ministry of Finance and
Secretaries to other relevant Ministries, Auditor General, Chief Secretaries to the
Provinces as relevant, Provincial Governors, Secretary to the Public Service
Commission, Chairman of the Public Utilities Commission, Chairman of the

- National Procurement Cormmission, Secretary General of Parliament, Secretary
to the Leader of the House of Parliament and other relevant officers, In addition,
Cabinet Memoranda and decisions were forwarded to the Attorney General
when required in legal matters.
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3. With the implementation of the Right to Information Act, the Cabinet decisions -
and Memoranda that do not fall within the subjects specified urider sub section
(1) of section 5 of the Act, have to be made available to a citizen upon request.
Therefore, according to the provisions of subsection (1) paragraph (a) of sectign
23, a Notification to the effect that Mr. Jude Nilukshan-Senior Assistant Secretary
to this office acts as the “Information Officer” (until a sultable officer Is
appointed to the vacant Additional Secretary post) and that the Secretary to the
Cebinet is the “Designated Officer”, is, published in the website

(www.cabinetoffice.gov.lk) of the Cabinet Office.

4. 1 would like to apprise the Cabinet of Ministers that when a request Is recelved

from a “citizen” in accordance with the Regulatiohs and Rules in relation to the

. implementation of the Right to Information Act, published by the Hon. Minister

in charge of the subject, action would be taken by the Secretary to the Cabinet

to make avallable to such person, Cabinet decisions and documents referred to

in the said decisions (i.e. Memoranda and Observations on which the said

decisions were based). An extract of the said siibsaection (1) of section 5 is

attached ‘herewlth as Schedule-l, for the special attention of the Cabinet of
Ministers. :

5. Since proactive disclosure mentioned in paragraph {e) of section 14 of the Act, is
@ unique feature of the concept of Open Government, in order to give effect to
it, the Cabinet decisions announced by the Hon, Ministers acting as Cabinet Co-
Spokesmen at the Media Briefings, out of the Cabinet decisions taken at the
weekly Cabinet Meetings (which are to be confirmed at the next Meeting), are
published in the webhsite of the Cabinet Office in addition to the other facts
required to be published therein as per the provisions of the Act and the
Regulations and Rules made under it.

6. The above mentioned information is kindly submitted for the attention of the
Cabinet of Ministers.

Sgnd./ Malthripala Sirisena
Presid ent
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Circular No. : MNPEA 04/2018

All Secretaries to Ministries
Chief Secretaries of Provincial Councils

Disclosure of Information on Development Projects for General Public as a Right
of the People

It has been brought to the notice of this Ministry that general public is unaware of the
development projects carrying out by the government irrespective of the provisions availed
under the provisions of the section 9 of the Right to Information Act No.12 of 2016. It shall be
noted that the information relating to development projects either foreign funded or
domestically funded through consolidated fund should be adequately communicated to the
people benefited specifically and general public with required details.

These details include Total Estimated Project Cost, expected duration of the project, name of
the financing agency (GOSL/ Foreign), loan amount, interest rate, project components,
expected benefits of the project, implementing agency, executing agency, location of Project
Management Unit, name of the contractor and value of the contract etc. Providing and sharing
such information with the general public at least three months prior to the commencement will
ease the project implementation process, minimize uneasiness of the people to be affected
and ensure smooth coordination and cooperation with all relevant stakeholders.

Therefore, it is the responsibility of Secretaries to line Ministries/ Chief Secretaries of
Provincial Councils to identify a suitable communication strategy to make the general public
aware of the development work to be carried out under each project and/ or project
components in different locations and inform all Project Directors that comes under the
purview of your Ministry to take action to publicize the project information as per the identified
strategy.
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The following are some options that can be used to disclose Information relating to the
development projects to the general public.

a) Publish information in the Ministry and/ or Department/ agency web sites in all three
languages with adequate attention.

b) Display billboards at project sites at places visible to the public. When the project is
comprised with several components, it is better to display several billboards at places
representing each component. Further if a project runs over significant area via
district or divisional boundaries, several boards can be displayed with lesser cost.

c) Discuss the benefits of the project in multimedia

d) Any other suitabie manner with lesser cost to the government, as the Secretary to the
line Ministry/ Chief Secretary of the Provincial Council deems fit.

You are also advised fo follow the instructions given in the Section 9(1) (b) of the Right to
Information Act No 12 of 2016 in this regard. The copies of the RTI page and the guidance
on the proactive disclosure drafted by the RTI Commission are also annexed for your easy
reference.

Providing more information on development projects to the public will pave the way for better
participation and understanding during development process thereby ensure project
implementation in a very transparent and accountable manner. Further it will ensure early
completion and getting benefits.

Therefore, your cooperation and compliance to the given instructions are very much
appreciated.

K.D.S. Ruwanchandra
Secretary

1) Secretary to the President

2) Secretary to the Prime Minister For information
3) Chairman, Right to Information Commission of Sri Lanka please

4) Auditor General
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